FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
true successor of Alfred. Whereby the menace of Danish
Invasion had found its own remedy.
But the mere fact of this extremely astute young man
perceiving that his cue lay In conciliating national senti-
ment In England, shows that the work of Alfred had
not all been destroyed. England was becoming slowly
conscious of herself, but It was an England shaken to
such foundations as she had, and In a state of hopeless
demoralization. Nor was the brilliant opportunist on her
throne an Alfred, to reconstruct her civilization from the
foundations upwards. For that a more drastic conquest
was needed, and a conqueror on a higher plane of
civilization than that of the unsophisticated Viking.
Such a conqueror was soon to be forthcoming. For the
colony of Viking adventurers that Rollo the Ganger had
planted, a century before, in the lower Seine Valley, had
now armed itself with all the resources of civilization
without in the least slaking Its inherited lust for power.
The result, as in modern Japan, was one of the most
formidable human products ever compounded.
The Norman, though he might talk French and even
think of himself as a Frenchman, would have been better
defined as the Viking raised to the nth power. All
the essential Viking qualities were there, only with the
reinforcement of a steel-like strength and suppleness ;
the same uncompromising realism, the same ruthless
concentration on the main chance, the same diamond-
cut-diamond keenness and litigiousness, the same complete
absence of sentiment and scruple. When the Norman
resumed his ancient calling of robbery under arms, it
would be in pursuit of a legal claim, and under the banner
of the Gross.
Anglo-Saxon civilization, with Its strong Danish
infusion, and the tradition of Alfred broken, seemed
plainly destined either to remain in the Danish or be
drawn into the Norman orbit. But it made one surprising
attempt, that only just missed success, to recover its own
soul. With the exhaustion of Canute's progeny, the